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its no 

go train 
BRITISH Rail regrets— 
but its new, high speed 
trains cannot offer toilet 
‘facilities to the wheelchair- 
bound passenger — unless 
he happens to have a hefty 
personal attendant who can 
lift him out of the chair and 
carry him into the toilet. 
And always providing he 
doesn’t mind if the door 
has to be left. open the 
whole time. 

Thirty-two new high speed 
trains will be in operation. by 
the end of this year, and a 
further 14 by the end of 1980. 
Believing that a new’ design 
offered a golden opportunity 
io improve travelling facili- 
ties for disabled people, The 
Spastics Society questioned 
ofticials in the Passenger | Ter- 
minal Services Department of 


British Rail, in London, to find 
out the position. 


‘Sympathy 


It was told: ‘We have every 
sympathy for © handicapped 
people, and. do our best to help 
them, but the trains were 
designed with commercial con- 
siderations only in mind. The 
government has provided no 
money for social considera- 
tions, 

‘Had trains been ‘designed 
with larger toilets, it would 
have meant the loss of four 
seats. In fact, the toilets on 
the new trains are even smatier 
than those in older designs. 

How, then, could a wheel- 
chair-bound person travel on 
2 long distance train where 
use of the lavatory would be 
essential? British Rail officials 
knew of one passenger whose 
wife was able to lift him out 
of the chair and get him into 
the toilet, though admittedly 
this manoeuvre meant leaying 
the door open throughout, 
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0 ANGRY DISABLED PEOPLE 


ASS LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT 


MR ALF 
Minister for the Dis- 
abled, spoke. -exclu- 
sively to Spastics News 
after a special meeting 
with the Disabled 
Drivers’ joint liaison 
committee in the 
House of Commons 
during a lobby of their 
MPs by 2,000 disabled 
people. 

He said: “I welcome the 
aims of this lobby naturally 
—I myself want to build on 
the present schemes for 
mobility help. 
trebling present expendi- 
ture on mobility for the dis- 
abled—yet there is very 
much more to do. I hope 
to work ‘together with all 
the organisations réepresent- 
ing the disabled to improve 
mobility in all its aspects. 

‘’m concerned with 
adaptations to homes of the 
disabled, access to build- 
ings and every other aspect 
of mobility and integration. 
Nevertheless improving 
mobility for disabled 
drivers is deeply import- 
ant.’ 

Mr Morris then joined 
Secretary of State for Social 
Services, David Ennals in 
the noisy and crowded 
Westminster Hall where 
the disabled were massed 
in a mood of increasingly 
articulate hostility. 


le driver 
no mood for ‘jam 
tomorrow’ promises 


MORRIS, : 


We're: 


Mr Ennals began his address 
by saying; ‘L-was present when 
the first. mass lobby by dis- 
abled. people was held eight 
years ago. Then there were 
no special benefits for the dis- 


abled. ‘There was no Chroni- 
cally Sick and Disabled Per- 


AT one point it was feared 
that huge as the’ vast’ and 
yaulted Westminster Hall, 
is, there would not... be 
enough room for all the dis-— 
abled campaigners “to” get 
inside. Hee aS E 


’ 


‘their 


Westminster Hall for’ 


THIS was the scene 
outside the Houses of 
Parliament as the dis- 
abled in their hundreds 
came from all over the 


country to hammer 


home-to government 
and opposition alike 


views and 


demands. 

The police and pub- 
lic had seen. nothing 
like it as the wheel- 
chair warriors — many . 
of them carrying 
placards—poured into 


the lobby on May 17. 


sons’ Aci for which I give all 
due credit to my colleague, i 
Alf Morris, no. attendance 
allowance for disabled people, 
no invalid pension on a non- 
contributory basis which in 
November will extend to. in- 
clude the disabled housewife. 

‘What was. started eight 
years ago by disabled people 
fighting for themselves and the 
efforts you have made will not 
be wasted by my friends: in 
Parliament. We've announced 
an increase in the mobility 
allowance for people who 
couldn't drive, and we were 
absolutely right to do some- 
thing fer those without 
mobility at all. 

‘I can give you three assur- 
ances: Those who now drive 
three-wheelers; you will be 
able to rely on supplies of 
three-wheelers to 1983. People 
will still be -driving three- 
wheelers 10 years from now. 

‘The second assurance = is 
that a safe driver vehicle is 
still being researched—there 
will be a need for a specialised 
vehicle for those who, no 
matter how much money they 


have, cannot drive an adapted 
car. Thirdly, we plan to work 
out a scheme which will 


enable the mobility allowance 


to be utilised to buy a car 
through a 
These needs are 


our responsibilities lie and 
additional funds will be found, 
Mr Ennals talked over a 
muffled baying of hecklers and* 
derision | which 
tose to a_ pitch 


occasionally 


system of loans. 
where 

| 
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Turn to page 3 


DESPITE the bitter cold the disabled and their relatives 
and friends arrived early to begin queueing for the all- 
important lobby of their MPs. 


i et 


Go places 
with Newton 


Newton brings you a range of modern ultra lightweight 
wheelchairs with a long list of practical new features, 
Construction in aluminium alloy defeats rust, and weighs 
less than 30 lbs. P.V.C..upholstery is tough and easily 
cleaned, Quickly detachable 20” wheels, side panels 
and footrests allow easy stowage in most car boots: 
To go places, write now for details of the Newton manual 
gn d motorised range and discover what advanced 
technology can do for you, 


You willlove a Newton. 


A 
NAL = Newton Aids lid 
Dept. N9/SN 
RESEARCH 2a Conway Street, London WIP SHE 
& SERVICE Telephone: 01-637 5962 


When only the best will do- go Newton. 
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’ £200, 000-— the cost 


of keeping warm 
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_ THE Voluntary Council for 


_ published a booklet called 


_. such headings as 
another child” ‘What financial 


| Be cee ee ee de? 


_ IN recent years the cost of oil 


has soared—and oil is the form 


_ of heating used at The Spastics 
Society’s headquarters, its 10> 


schools, 19 residential centres. 
nine day centres and two 
hostels, The cost of keeping 
warm works out annually at 


- about £200,000. 


In 1965, soon after the start 
of the Society’s big projects 
plan, oil was the choice as each 
new building went up... As the 
Supplies Officer points out, it 
was the obvious choice then. 
for oi] was the cheapest form 
of fuel. 

However, with expansion 
came problems. Some buildings 
required very large quantities 
-of oil, others comparatively 
smal]l amounts. 


Pocket guide 
to help... 


Handicapped Children has 


‘Help Starts Here, a pocket 
guide to services for families 
with a handicapped child. 
Information is given in a con- 
cise, easy-to-read form under 


help can you get if your child 
is handicapped?’ ‘Education,’ 
‘Leisure and Recreation,’ ‘How 
to find the eee organisa~ _ 
tions’ * 


_. Fhe booklet is available | 
free of charge from the Volun-_ 
tary Council for Handicapped - 


Children, 8 Wakley Street, 
London ECLV 7QE.  (Tele- 
phone Philippa Russell, 01-278 


peer) 


—— 


and Sculpture. Music Gallery, 


‘Having - 
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An invitation to visit - 


THE BOWES MUSEUM © 


_ at BARNARD CASTLE, CO DURHAM ~ 
The lovely ‘Treasure House of the North’ is 
open all the year round ; 


Paintings from France, Spain and italy. 
Furniture, Decoration and Taste from 1i6th-i9th centuries. 


The solution came with the 


_negotiation of a national fuel 


contract with a company pre- 
pared to take on the varied 
requirements of the 40 estab- 


lishments, BP Oil Ltd, the 
Society’s present suppliers, 
ensured that even when the fuel 
crisis was on, deliveries were 
not restricted. because they 
appreciated the importance of 
keeping residents warm, 

And a contract as big as the 
Society’s does produce rebates 
—a valuable point since 
£20,000 of fuel oil is burnt 
each winter month by the 
Society, a total of £120,000, 
while heating .in the six sum- 
mer months costs ee 
£50,000 to £70,000. 


Now Karen can. 
beat the queue 


LITTLE Karen Woolley, a 
two-year-old spastic girl from 
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, 
needed to have an operation 
to release the tendons in her 
legs. This would enable her 
fo sit up properly for the first 
time in her life. But her 
parents were told that there 


was a four-year waiting list for ° 


the . operation umder- the 


National Health Service. 

When they heard the news. 
neighbours 
Scunthorpe; rallied’ round to 
provide the money for the sur- 
gery to be performed privately. 
They organised coffee evenings, 
jumble sales and bingo ses- 
sions to raise £250 for. the 
surgeon’s _ and nursing homie 
fees. 


Cafe open-April to October. 


in .Atlas Road, © 


YUNE 1977 


-_ a hobby 1s just 
self-confidence trick © 
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Costumes, Tapestries and Embroideries, 
English and Continental Porcelain and Silver. 
The Museum is set in 20 acres of beautiful grounds. 


Admission: Adults. $y Senior Citizens and Children 5p 


WATCHING television is 
not the only recreation 
open to the handicapped. 
Given self-confidence and 
opportunity there are many 
hobbies open to them—and 
you do not need to be an 
expert fo enjoy a hobby. 

This was the conclusion 
"arising from group. discus- 
sion at -a_ recreational 
course held at the Society’s 
centre -in Fitzroy Square, 
the first of its kind to be 
held in the London area 

Taking part were 11 mem- 
bers from the Central Middle- 
sex Work Centre at Pinner. 
The course lasted throughout 
the full weekend. 

Mr Bill Hargreaves, Head 
of Recreational Services, led 
the discussion to examine the 
difficulties . involved when 


handicapped people tried to 


join community leisure pur- 
suits, 


It was felt that these prob- 


lems could be summed up in’ 


lack of self-confidence, firstly 
on the part of the handicapped 
themselves, and secondly on 
the part of the able-bodied 
people, who had to realise 
ey had’ nothing to fear in 
having disabled people in their 
membership. 

It was also felt that many 
disabled suffered lack of 
opportunity to learn about 
hobbies and had little motiva- 
tion-to do so. A main’ point 
arising was that the able- 
bodied in the group owned-up 
to having many difficulties 
themselves when jt came to 
mixing in the community. 

Most encouraging was the 
attitude of the local interest 
groups involved, who expressed 
themselves only too willing to 


DEIDRE Henty-Creer, displaying her own painting, after 
giving a talk on art appreciation, Janice Hancock, secre- 
| tary of the London ’62 Club and Ken Reader from Central 
|. Middlesex Work Centre in the ee 


Period Rooms showing English 
Carving 
Ample free car -park- — 
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MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


Specialists in producing vehicles designed individually for conveying the incapacitated, 
we can. provide the right vehicle to suit most disabilities, 


As 


PRIVATE 
TRANSPORT 


WHEELCHAIR 
CARAVANS 


< 


WELFARE 
SERVICES 
TRANSPORT 


These are some examples of the yersatility of our wide range of vehicles which are available 
either for a disabled driver or for transporting up to 43.passengers or 20 wheelchairs. 

Variations of bodywork or interior equipment can be arranged to meet individual requirements 
and adapted to suit most manufacturers’ standard chassis. 
We also specialise in a wide range of ancillary equipment including Restraining Harnesses 
and, Wheelchair Anchorage Clamps of registered design. 


For your particular requirements please contact 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LTD 


Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent MEI5 6YD 
Telephone: ‘Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 


Dk Peat 
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. ings 


accept members of the course 
into their own clubs. 

The staff of the Recrea- 
tional Services Department will 
be following” up with the 
participants the interest of 
their choice, and helping them 


to make the mecessary 
approach. 
Five .wery experienced 


speakers talked on astronomy, ~ 


art, angling, photography and 
bird watching. A oraft-session 
was organised by ~ Denise 
Wright. - The first speaker 
Mr Robin ScagelJ, illustrated 


~his talk on astronomy with 
‘slides, ° 


Miss Deirdre Henty-Creer 
fired © everyone’s © enthusiasm 
with her talk on art, and 
encouraged comments on the 
slides she showed, 

The anglers set up their 
equipment as though there 
was a river flowing between 


them and the tae. They | 
acted out _ fishing seenes, 
explaining the use of various — 
equipment, 

Bill. Hargreaves spoke on -~ 
genealogy, and his experiences — 
in television. 

Mr and Mrs -Ravenscroft, 

who have a-spastic daughter, 
spoke-on photography. They 
had planned their talk to inter- 
est and encourage , even » thers 
most heavily’ handicapped _ 
member of the course. Partici- 
pants used. their equipment, 
having first learnt about the 
photographic prodésses. 
- Bird watching was a populat 
subject, as most knew a Hhttle 
about birds and were fascin- 
ated to discover just how much 
could be learnt: aepes. i: 

All the speakers — Wete thun- 
dated with’ questions ‘and 
stayed long after» their, 
scheduled time. |)" 3 


Ps 


MEMBERS of the North London Angling Club demons 


strating fishing tackle. 


Ken Reader, in 


the foreground, 


and Stephen Brinkman holding the fishing rod, are both 
from the Central Middlesex Work Centre. — 


_ New sexology hook—and pee 
may consider it shocking 


FOR the first time a Scuiied 
and major work on the deli- 
cate subject of the sexuality of 
handicapped people will be 
widely available in the UK to 
disabled people and all those 
who care for them. Entitled 
Not Made of Stone: The Sexual 
Problems — of Handicapped 
People,’ and written by Dr K. 
Heslinga, Dr A, M. C. M. 
Schellen and A. Verkuyl,. the 
book is published by Wood- 
head-Faulkner, of Cambridge, 
price £9.75. 


It is claimed to be the first . 


contribution of its type in this 
area of sexology where current 
knowledge is particularly limi- 
ted. It is-only recently that 
people have realised 
admitted that handicapped men 
and women have sexual feel- 
and that these should 


receive just as much attention 


- PREGNANCY 
TESTS 


British Pregnancy Advisory Saccies is 
a non-profit making — registered 
Charitable Trust. . 


Birmingham 021-643 1461 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 
Leeds 0532 44386) 
Liverpool 051-227 372} 
London 01-222 0985 
anchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 


_its . disorders 


and. 


gieunf NS. 


as those of non- handicapped 
individuals. 
The three authors, under Dr 


Heslinga, openly | discuss: a 
sensitive subject which ‘has 
- previously’ been — considered 


taboo by many of those’ who 
care for disabled people, and 


some of their conclusions and - 


solutions may strike readers as 
shocking. 

The wide. range of subjects 
which they examine include 
the reproductive “system and 
and treatment, 
specific disabilities 
their consequences, 


genetics, 
and 


“respiratory disorders and skin- 


diseases, sexual education, 


marriage and family planning, 


contraceptive advice and also nt 


various ethical considerations. 
“Not Made of Stone” is’ 
aimed - principally - at. phy-— 


sicians, medical specialists. 
nurses, - welfare staff, social 


workers, district nurses, physio- 
therapists, psychologists and 
educationalists, — educators in 
schools and in centres for the 
handicapped, and  disatled © 


people themselves aind their 


relatives and friends who care 
for them. ; 


TYME MUSIC LID 


Cae ey in 


Guitar and AnnieS 


for Professionals and 
Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


*& 


Department of Education Members welcomed ~ 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts” 


Tel : : Hemel Hempstead 60322 
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NIGEL Harvey, hon secretary of the Disabled Drivers’ 
- Motor Club, Dr Adrian Stokes, DDMC chairman, and 
John Heanans MP, the conference chairman. 


MINISTER for the Disabled, Alf Morris talks to Liz 


Cook, of Spastics News, immediately after his private 
Meeting in the House with members of the DDJLC. 


Leyland offers big 
discount to disabled 
drivers on cars 


Govern- 


FOLLOWING new 


ment proposals to increase the - 


mobility allowance for the dis- 
abled from £5 to £7 ‘per week, 
Leyland Cars announce a new 
scheme which, gives disabled 
persons the opportunity to buy 
a car from the company on 
advantageous terms. ; 
Leyland Cars’ Mobility 
Scheme enables ‘recipients of 
the Government . Mobility 
A}lowance to buy some. Ley- 
land cars at a discount of 15 
per cent off the recommended 
list price. The scheme has been 
devised in. co-operation. with 
-the British Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
{formerly the Central Council 
for the Disabled), who have 
Welcomed its introduction. 
All Leyland cars will be in- 
cluded in the. mobility scheme 


except the Rover, Jaguar and. 


Daimler ranges... The 15 per 
cent discount medns savings 
ranging from £248 on a Mini 
850 up to £598 on a Princess 
2200 HLS. Other savings in- 
clude £332 on an Allegro 1300 
Super 4-door, £372 ona Marina 
1.8 Super 4-door, and £497 on 
a Dolomite 1850° HL. 

Mr Alfred Morris, -MP, 
Minister for the Disabled, wel- 


comed the British Leyland 
scheme. ‘ 

‘The new scheme shows 
what can be done when 


Government, voluntary bodies, 


and commercial organisations 


o «© 40 7 eee 6 


pool their ideas and resources 
in the interests of a common 
cause. . 


‘What is now emerging is a 
flexible system of mobility 
help, centred on the Mobility 
Allowance, to help disabled 
people individually to exercise’ 
choice, because collectively 
they are now recognised as an 
important consumer group,’ 
he said. 
> In the Commons, Mr Morris 
announced that more disabled 
people will be able to ‘claim 
Mobility Allowance when the 


upper age limit is shortly 
extended to 53. A_ further 
Commencement Order would 


mean that people aged between 
five and 53 would be eligible 
for the new allowance, he end: 

The Mobility. Allowance is 
to be increased from £5 to £7 
in November. 


VAUXHALL Motors has also 


announced a new scheme to 
make cat ownership easier for 
disabled people receiving the 
new mobility allowance. This 
gives a 15 per cent discount on 
the basic list price of any new 
car' in the current Vauxhall 
range. 

In cases where a disabled 
person is unable to drive, the 
scheme can be extended to a 


ass lobby demands new 


action NOW 


From page 1 


became virtually inaudible, 


. Mild applause for recognition 


of what the disabled had done 
by their own efforts was 
vigorously cancelled out by 
the roars of: disbelief in the 
apparent credibility of ne 
three assurances. 


It was in this emotional 
atmosphere that Opposition 
spokesman, Dr _ Gerard 
Vaughan, Con MP for Read- 
ing, snatched the microphone. 
to tell‘an excited audience: 
‘This totally © misguided 
policy has left people house- 
bound. For a start we will 
bring back the trike! Not 
enough efforts are being made 
for a new vehicle and while 
Wwe support the mobility allow- 
ance it must be at a level able 
to achieve its purpose and if 
it can’t be done now a special 
fund will have to be set up to 
see nobody: is prevented from 
getting out of their homes.’ 

Dr Vaughan’s impassioned 
denouncement of current 
government policy ended with 


‘MOBILITY allowance— 
“MA might just as well 


stand for massive 
anomaly!’ said Lord Banks, 
Liberal spokesman on 
social services after the 
Press Conference focussing 
attention on the problems 
of mobility for the disabled. 


the words: ‘Don’t be taken in 
by .the Secretary of State’s 
charming words, which was 


rewarded with tumultuous 
applause. 
It was then Mr Morris’s 


turn to get to the microphone, 
and he said he would speak 
briefly—possibly a _ reference 
to the fact that the Serjeant-at- 
Arms had allowed the Hall to 
be used as long as no speeches 
were made. 


Mr. Morris told the Byer 
heated assembly: ‘It’s a d ffi- 
cult, sensitive and worrying 
problem. We are mindful of 
the points made this after- 
noon, But we are trebling 
Bel soe on mobility for 


—and so do Vauxhall 


relative or guardian living in 
the same house, who will be 
responsible for regularly driv- 
ing the disabled person 
around, ; 
Additionally, hire purchase 
terms will be available, with 
lower-than-usual deposits and 
longer - than - usual. repayment 
periods.. The scheme. will be 
operated” by all. Vauxhall 
dealers throughout the UK. 
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the disabled. I’m concerned 
about access to buildings—I 
want to get the disabled on ‘to 
the pavement as well as the 
road!’ 


A police officer then took’ 


over the public address system 
and began calling out the 
names of MPs. Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, Conservative Leader, 
arrived to talk not only to her 


. own. constituents but to hear 


what wthers had to say. 
Philip Marler, 16, of Ban- 


stead Place, Surrey, told Mrs - 


Thatcher that the mobility 
allowance was no good io him 
—he could not afford to run a 
car and he found the whole 
Situation impossible, 

Mrs Thatcher commenied.to 
Spastics News: ‘I ‘whole- 
heartedly support everything 
Gerry Vaughan had to say. 1 


endorse all he said in the 
recent debate not just as - 


Leader of the Opposition, but 
from my heart! 

While the centuries-old 
Westminster Hall; which has 
seen the trials of Charles the 
First and Warren Hastings 
among others, as well as state 
banquets and lyings-in-state, 
was still filled with cam- 


paigners from all over the , 


country, a deputation made its 
way to No 10 Downing Street. 

There a letter to the Prime 
Minister, Mr James Callaghan, 
was handed in by a deputation 
of the disabled. . Signed by 
Douglas Campbell, Chairman, 
Disabled Drivers’ Asociation 
and Dr Adrian Stokes, Chair- 
man, Disabled Drivers’ Moior 
Club,. the letter firstly asked 
for the restoration of a -per- 
sonal vehicle service. as. an 


< 
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JIM Popely, of Waltham Abbey, who trusted his R regis- 
tration. trike to carry him to Westminster and back. A 
fervent campaigner, Jim has had his trike since 1959 with- 
out an accident, and is on the executive of the Disabled 


Drivers’ Motor Club. 
unacceptable!’ 


alternative - to the mobility 
allowance, to phase in suitable 
‘vehicles as an option for dis- 
abled passengers and to suh- 
stantially increase — financial 
‘resources, equality of treat- 
ment for both men and women 
and to fund and promote pro- 


jects relating to specialised 
vehicles and driver control 
systems. 


At a Press conferanicd held 
at County Hall earlier in the 
day, the Disabled Drivers’ 
joint liaison committee voiced 
a wide range of ideas and 
grievances. Dr Stokes high- 
lighted the case of a man who, 
-having both legs amputated, 
would previously have been 
eligible for a trike but had 
been refused the mobility 


For all ages 


Name 
Address 


Pavement or country roads 
For Shopping and Country Rambles 
Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 


He says: ‘The trike is 


allowance because he ‘could 
walk.’ ‘ The plight -of- the 


young school leaver who could 


not get work because of no 
vehicle and, the problems of 
disabled housewives left af 
home were aired, 

Facts and figures were flung 
about the debate, along with 
dates and instances of benefits 
and hardships, but by the end 
of the day the speakers fr_m 
conference chairman John 
Hannam, Conservative MP for 
Exeter, to Lord Banks, Liberal 
Party spokesman on social ser- 
vices in David Stecl’s shadow 
administration, were agreed 
that the MA for mobility 
allowance could more accurs 
ately stand for massive 
anomalies, 
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¢ Batricar now complete with hood 


« No licence 


* No Tax 


BATRICAR 


STROUD- ENGLAND 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 
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socially 


WINDOW 
ON WALES 


Charity does not 
begin at home 


AT its imaugural meeting 
four years ago, the 
Regional Co - ordinating 
Cemmittee decided that 
one of the aims of the 
region would be to try to 
care for all spastics in the 
Principality and that per- 
haps those groups who had 
money surplus to their 
requirements. might help 
those less fortunate. 


Most of the groups in 
_ Wales have responded to 
this call over the years and 
are supporting the region 


by allowing their boxes and — 


dolls allocation to come 
into the fund, plus their 


Holiday also 
an experiment 


FOR the first time some of the 
heavily handicapped people 
looked after by Cardiff and 
_ District Spastics Association at 
_ their-Day Care Centre are to 
go on holiday without their 
parents. 

In many ways this is an 
experiment just to see how they 
- will react away from their 

- parents. Therefore, the associa- 
- tion has booked a holiday at 

the Jane Hodge Home, near 

Cowbridge, for one week and 
-all 13 trainees will be going 
- with the staff of the centre. 
Obviously this is going to 
be expensive and in order to 
raise the money needed the 
ladies of the Keep-Fit Class, 
who have raised hundreds of 
pounds in the past, are again 
doing ‘Arms stretch, knees 
bend’ to raise the extra cash. 
Also, one of the young 
helpers, Marlene Holyoake, 
aged 17, has already com- 
pleted a sponsored walk and 
_ ¥aised £75 for this holiday. 

In view of all the effort that 
is going on, I am sure that a 
superb holiday is assured. 


percentage share of the 
charity shops chain. 

Howevér, Colwyn -Bay and 
District Spastics Society must 
have _a special mention for 
their generosity and -breadth 
of thinking as recently. they 
donated nearly £800 to various 
sources in Wales. * 

A. cheque for- £375—their 
boxes and dolls allocation— 
was. donated to the Wales 
Regional Fund, £200 te help 
the. Monmouthshire .Spastics 
Society maintain the Cwmbran 
Work Centre and £200 to the 
Society’s Sully Work Centre, 
so .that at least part of their 
deficit can be met. 

There is no doubt that 
gestures like this only serve 
to enhance the work that the 
Region does in maintaining 
services to spastics during 
difficult times, 


All free-down 
on the farm. 


HOW would you like to spend 
a holiday in a lovely old farm- 


house deep in the heart - of 


Pembrokeshire and- only 10 
minutes from the beautiful old 
town of Tenby with -its mar- 
yellous scenery and superb 
beaches? 

If the farmhouse does not 
appeal to you, then how about 
a six-berth luxury residential 
caravan in the grounds of the 
farm? Both farmhouse and 
caravan are available from 
September 17 for three months 
and anyone interested should 
contact Mrs J. Harris, ‘Green- 
fields,” Cold Blow, Narberth, 
Dyfed, telephone Narberth 789. 


The price for a_ holiday in 
farmhouse or caravan is— 
nothing. 

Mr and Mrs Harris are 


more than glad to offer their 
farnthouse and caravan at no 
charge to spastics and their 
families who wish to « take 
advantage of it, and The Spas- 
tics Society is | extremely 
grateful for their generosity. 


eS SRN 


Designed to teach children to walk through all stages 
OF development. Fully adjustable, Made in two sizes. 


For further details contact 


- Amesbury 
PONTYGWINDY ESTATE, CAERPHILLY, 
‘ MID-GLAM 
Telephone: 0222 867211 
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THE Isle of Man’s Spastics Pool Charm Girl, Julie 
Kinrade, from Ramsey, presents a cheque for £400 to 
George Jolley, headmaster of the Special School at 


Douglas IoM. 


The money was raised by the local 


Spastics Pool collectors and supporters and will go 
towards the local handicapped children’s 1977 holiday 
fund. Centre is Laurie Watterson, area representative. 


Event at the 
sailors home 


EVERY year, the Caernarvon- 
shire - Spastics . Society are 
invited to hold an evening 
buffet at North Wales Sailing 
Club, Conway. Apart from 
being a very relaxed and happy 
evening, it has always been 
very profitable from a fund- 
raising point of view. 

This year was no exception 
and the net profit paid to the 
Caernaryonshire Group was 
over £200. The fact that the 
evening was a success was due 
to the hard work of Mrs Judy 
Salisbury and. her committee, 
plus the local members of the 
Round Table who always step 
in and raise money and, of 
course, we must not forget the 
Commodore and committee of 
the Sailing Club who allow 


the group to hold the event in 
ee club. 


DOUGLAS Arter, Chinas of Top Ten, hands over the 
tickets won by John Fraser Murison, of Fraserburgh, Scot- 
land, in the Spastics Pool Qantas Competition. 
Mr Murison and his wife Madeleine a three-week first 
class holiday in Australia and the Far East. 


Fail-lift 
for their 
mini-bus 


DISABLED in the Forest 
of Dean will get a lift -out 
of a Good Neighbours 
Trust cheque for £250. 
Handed over by Top 
Ten Regional Manager, 
Michael Shute, it has 
bumped up a fund for a 
tail-lift for a mini - bus, 
almost to its target figure 
of £500. The bus belongs 
to the Forest of Dean 
Occupational Therapy Unit 
“sin Cinderford. ~ 


At the Unit there is a wide 
‘range of . activities from 
jewellery making, pottery, toy 
making to metal picture print- 
ing by photographic process 
which the disabled can enjoy. 
The cheque was presented to 
Mr K. Walker, who deputised 
for the occasion for Unit's 
manageress, Miss P. R. Belfitt. 


500 there for 
gala holiday 
THE Spastics Pool Holiday 
-Club’s Gala Weeks are always 
an immense success so it was. 
no surprise that within days - 
of the first week's date being 
announced, it was fully booked. 
On May 7, 500 holiday- 
makers arrived at the Duporth 
Holiday Resort, St Austell 
Bay, Cornwall, to enjoy not 
only the wide range of facili- 
ties offered for family enter- 
tainment such as. sports. films, 
games, cabaret and children’s 
activities, but also the quaint 
fishing villages, folklore and. 
beautiful scenery in which 
Cornwall abounds. 

Duporth Holiday Resort is 
an old Cornish country house 
. set in 39 acrés of woodland at 
the top of the bay Sverlook- 
ing the sea. 


News about. 
the 
Spastics Pool 


On the second day of the 
holiday, Kenneth — Long, - 
Managing Director of «Top. 


Ten, with a° team from head - 
office led by John Pritchard, 

Marketing Executive, « came — 
along to meet the holiday-— 


It gives 


Cash cut 


RONALD _ Sturt 
National Bureau 
capped Students, 


runs. the 
for Handi- 
based at the 


City of London Polytechnic, 
Old Castle Street. In a recent 
letter to the Guardian he 


focused attention on the pos- 
sible plight of the disabled 
student in the face of current 
economic cut-backs in the field 
of further education and asked 
people to let him know if they 
Were experiencing any prob- 
lems. He told Spastics News. 

‘IT have received inquiries 
from various bodies asking for 
further information. We 
recently held our first national 
conference in Wales. There 
were 90 delegates and what 
emerged were the extremes — 
a serious lack of attention to 
the needs of. -the mentally- 
handicapped school — leaver, 
with colleges of further educa- 
tion not continuing their edu- 
cation, while at the other end of 


alg 


lifetime of trouble-free sarvice. 


idl 


WINDOWS 


In so many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, — 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from satin finish ano- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and wilt give you a 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH. Tel: 29337. 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages. 


the scale increasing attention is 
being paid to disabled studenis 


‘beyond the problem of access. 


by colleges and institutes run- 
ning degree courses for the 
physically handicapped. It is a 
wide gap.’ 

The National 
ceives many inquiries, 
Sturt classifies- them in 
categories. ‘First you have the 
student or his parent coming 
because the student has. been 
assessed as not being suitable 
for further education and they 
disagree with the. finding. 
Secondly, that they have 
applied and~been rejected and, 
thirdly, they have started a 
course. but. are thinking of 


Bureau re- 
and Mr 


dropping out because of prob-- 


lems facing them. 


‘Some colleges do adopt a- 


rather harsh attitude by saying 


“no” to a disabled student on 
thé campus before they have 
been given ‘a chance, © There 


three 


problems for students — 


| makers and show a film of the =i 


which was screened jin the 


ballroom of the resort. 


is no legislation te step col- 
leges from discriminating 
against the handicapped. At 
the same time some colleges do 
find themselves genuinely per- | 
plexed by the handicapped stu- | 
dent. Lecturers, for instance, | 
often have difficulty in meeting, | 
the needs of the. deaf student. = 


Raft race 
TOTNES Round Table im 
Devon has presented £2.000 to 
the Plymouth Spastics Centre, 
the proceeds .of. the Tablers’ 
annual raft race. 


The 1 rortrack 
Workshop » 


PORTRACK LANE, STOCKTON- ON- TEES 


® Specialists in furniture renovation, 


@ Manufacturers of all types of wooden toys, 
playgroup equipment, etc. 


@® Able to make specialist items for’ the disabled. 


Stockton. Tel: 0642 616637 
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The superb range 


Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replacement Windows > 


Preciston-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the sppeer- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 
light. 

Out with those old rust- 
ing or rotting window frames, 
In with Superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows. fdany de- 
signs to choose from, 2 choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 


double glazed units. SN Hnst 
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company’s new presentation, © ~ 
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tests in the 
- great outdoors 


ree FORMER | Spastics 
Society employee is now 


helping disabled people to . 


make full use of their 
leisure time on the other 
side of the world in New 
Zealand. Joyce Layender 
worked as Administrative 
-and Clubs Officer in the 
Society’s Recreational Ser- 
vices Department from 
1972 until 1975 when she 
left to go ‘Down Under.’ 
After she had been there for 
six months she was appointed 
+ National - Recreations ~— Co- 
_. ordinator for the New Zealand 
Crippled Children’s Society. 


This May, she made a flying’ 


- visit to’ England and ‘visited 
~ former colleagues at Spastics 
Society headquarters. 

- Her new organisation, she 
told Spasties News, was formed 
41 years ago and, despite its 
title, caters for people of all 
_ ages and disabilities, including 


the blind and the mentally 
handicapped. In a country of 


22 _ only three million people, there 


is no national body. caring 
specifically for the cerebral 
_ palsied. . Joyce is one of four 
executive officers at the 
NZGCS headquarters in Wel- 
lington and the first fo be 
appointed dealing specifically 
with recreation. .She now has 
three assistants in other areas. 

New: Zealand -is a very 
leisure-conscious.country and 
a few years ago the govern- 
ment made funds ayailable for 
the various municipal authori- 
ties *to appoint | recreation 
officers. Part of Joyce’s job 
is to liase with these officials 
so that disabled people can be 
included in local activities. 

‘We were lucky to get in on 
that before the government 
had to cut back on eee 
said Joyce, 


With their beautiful scenery 
and mild climate, New Zea- 
landers tend to lead a very 
open-air life and most of the 
activities in which Joyce is 
involved take place outdoors. 

When she arrived there were 


only two small-scale. camping 
holidays for the disabled each 
year. .Now.there are three 
annual children’s camps and 


“two leisure pursuits courses for 


young adults, These include 


sailing, riding, canoeing, camp-. 


ing.and rock climbing. 

On South Island there is also 
ski-ing, with less active snow 
sports for the moré severely 
disabled -~On one occasion 
seven youngsters spent the 
night in a snow-cave they had 
built themselves, like an igloo, 
snugly protected from a how!- 
ing blizzard. 

But the real challenge was 
the Outward Bound course held 
last year. For six days: a 
dozen handicapped boys joined 
other lads on this gruelling 
endurance test. The  able- 
bodied members of the party 
were ordered not to help and 
Joyce's group were left on their 
own under stressful conditions 
deliberately created to. test 
nerve and initiative. During 
the course, everybody had to 
spend 24 hours totally alone in 
the open with only the most 
basic rations and no proper 


tent. On _ this occasion it 


poured with rain as well. 
Afterwards, Joyce asked the 

party: “If you. had known 

beforehand, what it was going 


to be like, would you have | 


come?’ The unanimous 
answer was ‘no! But now 
we've done it, we're glad “we 
came.’ Outward Bound is now 
likely to become an annual 


eyent for the less. severely: 
“handicapped. . 


Joyce’s aim is to integrate 


the disabled into . existing 
interest groups such as riding 
schools, ski holidays and sail- 
ing clubs. . Joining a leisure 
pursuits course with. other dis- 
abled youngsters often gives a 
teenager the confidence to go 
back the next year as part of 
an able-bodied group. 

The integration process is 
aided by the fact that handi- 
capped children in New Zea- 
land are educated in’ special 
units attached to. normal 
schools, where they -are en- 


couraged to join the. other 


children in as many activities 
as possible. 

However, it is obvibiis that 
many still need some recrea- 
tional outlet from the way 
Joyce’s work has expanded in 
the short time she has been in 
New Zealand. 

‘It’s most exciting, to be. in 
on the’start of something like 


«this and watch it develop,” she 


said, 


New Action League to 
speak up for disabled 


CUMBRIA, like most counties, 
is suffering from cuts in social 
services spending and it is the 
handicapped who are being hit 
hardest. 

This sad fact prompted Jim 
Jackson, General Secretary o! 
Cumbria Spastics Society, to 
call a meeting of social ser- 
vices: representatives, other 


REMOVALS 


TRANSPORT 


SOUTH BENFLEET 2352 


ESTABLISHED 1935 


WORLDWIDE 
° STORAGE. 


GENERAL HAULAGE 


Anyubeie -® Any Time * Estimates Free 


~ Fully Insured 


32. GRASMERE ROAD, THUNDERSLEY, 
BENFLEET, ESSEX 
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organisations dealing with dif- 
ferent physical handicaps, and 
concerned individuals: 

The result has been the fos- 
mation. of the Action League 
for the Physically Handicapped 
(ALPHA), of which Jim is 
chairman. 

‘Our aim,’ he says, ‘is to 
improve the situation of the 
handicapped in whatever way 
and in whatever aspect of life 
this can be achieved. By uniting 
so many different organisations 
and by speaking on behalf of 
them all we hope that ALPHA 
will be a powerful pressure 
group in the area,’ 

With the help of the Job 
Creation Scheme, ALPHA has 
employed a researcher and 
secretary to carry oul a survey 
of the City of Carlisle with a 
view to producing a Guide for 
the Disabled, 


Helpful 


This guide will include in- 
formation on access . and 
mobility, organisations which 
offer help, aids and equipment, 
social activities, housing, 
employment, and benetits 
which are available. 

The team will also produce a 
report which ALPHA intends 
to use to pin-point areas where 
much should be done to enable 
handicapped péople to live 
more active and purposeful 
lives, 

‘We hope,’ says Jim Jackson, 
‘that ALPHA’s success will 
prove that voluntary organisa- 
tions and social services can 
co-operate usefully and, by 
combining their individually 
limited resources, achieve 
worthwhile progress.’ 


DAVID Hannah, a severely-handicapped hemiplegic, 
walks backwards. into space on a rock face in New 


ON one of Joyce Lavender’s Outdoor Pursuits courses for 
the disabled, spastic Stephen Farrell decided to leave the 
rest of his party to set up camp alone on the shores of 
Lake Taupo, It rains in New Zealand, too! 
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PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
‘ALSO AVAILABLE, 


count NS 
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F Weitlne tough Having fun New Zealand style Handy 


guide to 
water 
sports 


MR. Emlyn Davies, Bob 
Gleave and Arthur Edwards 
from The Spastics Society are 
among the many contributors 
| to an excellent handbook on 
| water sports for the disabled 
produced) by The Sports 
_ Council, 


This booklet encourages - all 
disabled people to take up 
water sports which they may 
previously have thought 
beyond their reach, including, _ 
for example, sailing, - sub- 
aqua sports, angling, skiing 
| and canoeing. It gives all 
| relevant details on how to 
| approach these sports together _ 


i 
| 
| 
| 
/ 


with advice on safety and how 
to overcome any problems. — 

’ This is a most helpful open- 
. ing for all. those disabled" 
| people who may have felt that 
H 
| 


such recreational _ activities 
were only for the able bodied, - 
It. is obtainable from The 
Sporis Council, 70 Brompton ~ 
Road, London SW3, priced 
SOp. 


en 


£2,000 donated 


AT the annual’ meeting of ° 
South Norfolk Spastics Group, 
Chairman Mr David Gooder- 
ham reported that the group 
had been able to donate £2,095 
! to Norwich Spastics Work 

| Centre. Of this amount, more 
i 


than £60 had been raised by Mr 
Colin Websdell, a spastic mem~= 
ber .who makes an annual - 
house-to-house collection. 
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With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 
a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


It's easy to use... . and it means ‘independence’. 
BEC 2 Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 
when the joystick is pushed forward, So it's a 
positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes © 
where co-ordination is difficult, 
To help further, BEC wheelchairs are 
available with left or right-hand “Standard 
Control’ boxes. 


See how a BEC ‘Standard Control’ box 
can bring independence to: hand, 


EASY PAYMENTS SCHEME AVAILABLE 


TO SUIT MOBILITY ALLOWANCE 


Complete the coupon for full details of the BEC portable electric wheelchair ranga. 
2 A AS A A A A A A A 


BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. ; 


103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, 863 3U8. 


(J Please send brochures and price list, Tel: 021-550 7326 
() Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation) 
at the address below, 
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the run. of 
the house 


_ If for any reason you have problems 
getting up and down stairs, the Doole 
Stairlift can start a new way of biving, 


it can be used by anyone with ease, 
or the stairs can be used in the normal 
- Wayy bd 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you'd 
hardly know it was there, 


The spacious platform accommodates 
2 wheelchair or a tip-up seat 


installation is quick and convenient: The 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 
13 years ago — our experience ensures 


a superior product, 
For details telephone 
(0262) 77447, or write to 


Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, gh Ht: 
une 


Yorkshire 


With Best Wishes and Compliments 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD 
ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS 


GRAVITY DIE AND SAND © 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 


Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 ee 
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‘AGRIMOTORS’ 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and: Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for focal and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel, 
Both. Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, 2s 
we specialise in this form of coach hire. 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


‘Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, | 
Devon, Ex20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 


Bslephowe LYE 3025/6/7/8 : 
FILTRATION & 
VALVES LID ~ 


Manufacturers of ‘Vee-Bee’ range 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators 


~ 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 


33-557 
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Grams : ‘Filters’ Stourbridge. Telex: 


J. R. ADAMS 
(Newcastle) Ltd 


‘TRANSPORT 


CONTRACTORS 


- FISHER STREET 
‘WALKER 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 


Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2'3 
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bound. Grimsby Evening 
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No hope here 


MEN may walk on the moon but there’s no way the 
disabled can make their way up the footbridge at the end 
of Grimsby’s Newmarket Street if they are wheelchair- 


Telegraph journalists, David 


Ingram and Simon Blow, survey the unassailable heights 
as they find out first-hand what it’s like to be part of the 
least-glamorous, most heavily discriminated against, 
minority group—the handicapped.’ 


Former pupils honour 


retiring 
A DISTINGUISHED and 
long-serving career in the 
teaching of spastic children has 
ended with the retirement of 
Mrs Hilda J. Shield, deputy 
headmistress of the Percy Hed- 
ley School for Spastics, New- 
castle. 

Hilda Shield started her 
teaching career in 1937, and 
after gaining wide and varied 
experience in infant and junior 
schools joined the staff of the 
Sanderson Orthopaedic Hospi- 
tal School in 1950, There she 
met and taught her first cere-- 
bral palsied pupils and it was 
a natural progression that she 
should be appointed to the staff 
of the Perey Hedley School 
when it opened in January 
1953. 

Mrs Shield has seen the 
school grow from a small unit 
dealing with 36 pupils to its 
present roll of 140 children, 
and during the past 24 years 
she has devoted herself to the 
school and its pupils. 


A -number of events were 
held to honour Mrs Shield 
before she retired. One was a 
dimer in the school when 120 
present and ex-members of staff 
gathered, and greetings came 
from home and abroad from 
colleagues unable to be present. 
Mrs Shield was presented with 
a gold bracelet watch from her 


colleagues and a garden ‘seat | 


teacher 


from the Parents’ Association. 
Another event was a reunion 
of former pupils when more 
than 80 old boys and girls came 
from all over the north-east and 
further afield to show. their 
respect and affection for Mrs 
Shield. On their behalf two 
pupils, Mr Malcolm Clark and 
Miss Margaret McHugh, pre- 
sented Mrs Shield with a 
Lindisfarne silver salver. 
Hilda Shield’s outstanding 
_ contribution to special educa- 
tion was recognised by the 
award of the MBE in 1969, Her 
refirement from the school will 
not end her active association 
in its affairs as she has been 
appointed to serve on the 
management committee. 
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HP terms for 


Newton chairs 


NEWTON Aids Lid offer hire 

purchase terms to all disabled 

wishing to buy Newton wheel- 

chairs or other chairs ‘in their 
_ Tange. ’ 

For all.. wheelchairs pur- 
chased’ over £120 only one- 
third will be required as a de- 
posit and the interest rate is. 
only 11 per cent. With proof 
of a mobility allowance, no 
deposit is required. Further 
details from Newton Aids Ltd, 
2a Conway Street, 
WIP SHE. 


London 


THE DEPRESSING DAY | 


-around the streets of the town. What follow 


‘very, very different from the 


JUST ‘A. 


MANY able-bodied people make a genuine — 
attempt to identify with the disabled when try | 
ing to understand their problems, but few go to 
such lengths as David Ingram, a journalist on the 
Grimsby Evening Telegraph. He sat in a wheel. | 
chair for a day while a colleague pushed him 


is an extremely perceptive and sympathetic — 
account of his findings. a 


When people avoided © 
my eyes they were 


disowning me... 


The tiny. boy who 
stopped. and asked: ‘Have 
you hurt your legs?’ was 
one of the few people to 
recognise my humanity. 

Of course, there had 
been others, perhaps. 
kinder,. who either pitied 
me in my predicament or 
rushed to help. But to 
them I had been not a man, 
but ‘a man in a wheelchair.’ 


I had lost my identity to 
the steel and canvas ‘legs’ 
I was pushed around on, 
and when people avoided 
my eyes they -were  dis- 
owning me. : 

Admittedly, I was only 
wheel-chair-bound for a few 
hours and may haye been look- — 
ing. for the type of reaction 
Thad been guilty of in the past, 
but there could be no escap- 
ing the knowledge that I was 


haps the most energy-sapping 
ordeal was to push—and be 
pushed—along miles of uneven | 
pavements, up and dows 
seemingly mountainous curbs 
and over. countless steps into: 
shops and offices. At the en 
of a day’s pushing,.the hands. 
are red raw and the shoulders 
aching. : 2 
We found there is a ramp ~ 
into the Central. Library, but 
not one into the nearby Post | 
Office.. Once in a queue to 
the counter, it was out of the 
question to change when a new 
position opened, so we had to — 
isit.and watch those behind us 
scurry to-be served. aie 
~ Our Next stop was a public 
telephone box, ‘where I found — 
it almost. impossible to hold 1 
“open the heavy door, pick up 1 
the handset, dial and carry ona I 
conversation sitting in the — 
street. In the end I gave up 
and Simon got the number for — 
me. ; a 
With hunger pangs adding to 
a desire to find somewhere less 
conspicuous, we headed for a. 
first floor restaurant. ‘Can we om 
get up to the restaurant?’ we 
asked a girl cleaning the stairs. 
‘No,’ she replied and carried 
on scrubbing. - 5 
Avoiding -two, restaurant 
where we knew there was a 
lift, we tried British . Home 
Stores. At the foot of the 
escalator was a sign tellin; 
people having difficulties to 
ask an assistant for the lift. 
We were immediately sur- 
rounded by- assistants, and a 
young man who looked smitten’ 
when he realised the lift was — 
out of action. His face — 
brightened when he remem” 
hbered the service lift, and we 
were. dispatched with a very 
helpful ‘guide through .the | 
stockrooms and into the 
“restaurant, ae 
When we had finished our 
meal another assistant led us — 
back down to the store and — 
wished us well. Full marks, 
British Home Stores . ; ; and 
thank you. 7? 
A pub was our next port of 3 
call, and we had just settled 4 
down after the initial stares 2 
and whispered remarks when 
Something strange happened. _ 
A man behind dropped a 10p 
piece and, while several people 
were searching the floor for it, 
. [spotted it under a chair, 4 
Amazing =. , unbelievable 
.2+ how clever. I felt as & 
though the old couple opposite @ 
were about to clap at this novel 
trick, I mean, fancy a man in 
a Wheelchair managing to find 
a 10p piece on the floor, There | 
Was nothing malicious in their |F 
_teaction, but it smacked @ 
heavily of — patronage ands 


> 


‘walking world,’ two feet 
above my head. 

I didn’t want to be stared at, 
but towards the end of an 
increasingly depressing day 
T¥ tonged for someone to 
return my friendly glance, just 
to nod and think ‘Hello.’ Not 
pityingly, for that is all too 
easy to give, but as one human 
being to another, 


High spirits 


_ We set out for the site where: 
we picked up the wheelchair, 
very self-conscious but in high 
spirits, ‘We must not,’ we said, 
‘turn the experiment into a 
sick parody. -We must not 
offend either walking or dis- 
abled people. We must ‘not 
look for difficulties, but neither 
must we shun them.’ 

The sun “was shining 
although a cold wind knifed. 
through immobile legs, as we 
made our way towards a 
market for our first ‘test. 

There we Saw the only other 
wheelchair that day, blocking 
the narrow lanes between the - 
stalls, and met mixed reactions 
from people clustered round 
towering piles of handbags and 
oranges. 

A trip over the road into 
Marks and Spencer’s showed us 
that many ‘people throw them. 
selves at doors when they see 
a wheelchair Struggling to get 
through, ‘ 

No disabled person would 
dream of using the railway 
footbridge, but we stopped at 
its base to marvel at its height 
from a wheelchair. There are 
no short cuts when your legs 
are wheels. 

Subways proved useful, if 
uring for the ‘pusher, but per- 
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original design. . 


ed a suspicion Which 
m growing for some 


¢ don’t simply see a dis- 
person as unable to 
they believe he- is 
W handicapped as well. 
ashier who counted out 
@Nge coin by coin, the 
» who . assumed I 
want to read the 
WSiceves displayed, and 
i who replied to Simon 
#asked a question, had 
#1 was unable to think 
#2s walk. | 
#s0cial services officer 
ned us the wheelchair, 
ifirmed this, and sug- 
» Were it to happen 
' day, I could think 
nto believing I was 


: 


Karry me? 
led people often make 
avid readers, but 


don’t. borrow: them 
Re library? 
assistant at W. H. 
Was apologetic, but 
“bo way of getting 
me upper sales floor 
Carrying me up two 
tps, heavy wheelchair 


_ Bookshop — proved 
°ss difficult, although 
0 ask a burly gentle- 
Help Simon lift the 
it and me up the three 
Ne rear entrance. 

Ye Visited Boots store, 
Simplicity itself to 
egotiate the wide 
%NtWeen the display 


itely, the people 
rough the record 
fe less than helpful, 
“ito resent our intru- 
YY may have assumed 
i. 


s still early on in their assignment when David 
# and Simon Blow rolled up the ramp of Grimsby’s 
Library. But already they’d discovered what the 
d haye always complained about—how helpful 
yare, how few they are, and how typical Grimsby’s 
falled as an afterthought instead of being integrated 


they buy their books ~ 


I was deaf or too simple to 


understand the record titles,’ 


but their abject refusal to make 
more than a shuffling gesture of 
moving quickly made us un- 
comfortable. 

Finding a public  con- 
venience in Grimsby is never 
an easy task, but finding one 
for the handicapped was nigh 
on impossible. Vandals had 
torn the handle off the only 
cubicle reserved for people in 
wheelchairs, and so we left, 
feeling cheated and even more 
uncomfortable. 

On our. way.back, a foreign 
gentleman asked us for direc- 
tions. 


casting about wildly for a 
friendly face to ask before he 
approached us confirmed our 


- then asked: 


The way he had been’ 


Longed for 
a friendly 
glance 
‘| DIDN’T want to. 
be stared at, but 
towards the end of 
an increasingly de- 
pressing day I longed 
for someone to 
return my friendly 
glance, just to nod 
and think “Hello.” 
Not pityingly, for 
that is all too easy 
to give, but as one 
human. being to 
another.’ | a 


suspicions that he had been 
looking for someone like him- 
_Self, obviously {foreign.’ 
Shortly after this we met the 
little boy who stopped and 
stared at me for a moment, 


‘Have you hurt 
your legs?’ ic. 


‘In a way, yes I haye,” I 


replied. » : 

‘Did you fall over, then?’ 

‘Yes,’ I told him, ‘because I 
Was not prepared.to take upon 
myself the responsibility of 
explaining to a four-year-old 
how unfair the world was, and 
how permanent some accidents 
can be. 

‘Can you get home alright?’ 
he queried. Satisfied that I 
had someone to look after me, 
he smiled, remounted his little 
bike and pedalled off, no doubt 
thinking about ‘the man in the 
pram,’ ; 

By now it was getting late. 


The wind had numbed my legs : 


and ihe canvas seat had been 
tormenting me for the past 
seven hours. 

Our last call—to a bank— 
hammered the final nail. into 
our feeling that the world is 
made for ‘average people.’ The 
old-fashioned wooden. counter 
seemed endless, 
money and slips across it 
assumed the dimensions of a 
Crackerjack game, although, to 
be fair, the cashier assumed 


that Simon, and not I, would 


be carrying out the transaction. 
And so we returned to the 


and passing - 


VIN A WHEELCHAIR’ 


Molson Centre, tired but a Tot 
wiser, : 

Looking back on the day, we 
reached a surprising number 
of conclusions, which may or 
may not be fair to either walk- 
ing or handicapped people. 

In general, there are still too 
few aids for the wheelchair- 


bound in streets and shops. ' 


There are too few ramps and 


too many awkward doors and — 


steps which simple forethought 
by planners. might have 
avoided. ie eee 
There was a need for more 
notices to help the disabled. 
For example, shops could dis- 
play stickers to show that there 
were facilities for people in 
wheelchairs, like the signs in 
British Home Stores. 
Wheelchairs are still heavy 
and hard to manoeuvre, and 
there is a need for more people 
to take handicapped people out 
where they can see and be seen. 
But we-also asked: ‘Have we 
been § oversensitive? Did we 
make things difficult for our- 
selves? Did people really. look 
away as if we were abnormal?’ 


The answers? © 


David Ingram felt the only 
way to answer those type: of 
questions was to speak to the 
handicapped themselves. And 
in a subsequent article he 
reported on a discussion with 
a group of chairbound people. 

Hete, one woman spoke of 
people ‘not being unkind on 


- purpose,’ as if, commented the 


journalist, ‘not being unkind’ 
was something * positive, some- 
thing she and those like her 


had no right to expect but were 


grateful of when it happened. 

Concluded David Ingram, 
‘The whole experience was an’ 
enlightening one for me.: The 
discussion reinforced ~ some 
suspicions and shattered a few 
illusions; although there ~ was 
no escaping the central con- 
clusion, 

‘However we regard people 
in wheelchairs and however 


they view both us and them- - 


selves, the fact is that we don’t 
meet often enough. It’s not 
their fault because they would 
be out from dawn till dusk if 
they could. 

“The fault lies with the rest 
of us who ignore a very large 
section of our fellow human 
beings, keep the problem 
safely behind doors . . ; What 
Started out as a normal assign- 
ment helped me to grow a 
little.’ 


A WEEK after his experiment, David Ingram talks to those for whom wheelchairs and 


disabilities are a way of life and not a ‘one-off’ assignment. 
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~DOSCO. 


Overseas Engineering 
_ Limited 
Wish continued success 
to your organisation | 


"HAWKER SIDDELEY 
DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies mechanical, electrical and aeroe 
space equipment with world-wide sales and services. SN June® 
; une 


MORTON BOND 
~—-& C0 


Removals e Deliveries 
Light Haulage, Etc 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


Tel: 021-706 9302 


SN June7 


Upton Heath 
Motors Ltd 


LONG LANE, UPTON-BY-CHESTER 
Telephone Chester 23180 


For Discount Tyres 
Batteries, Oil, Ete 


SN Junel9 
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4 40.Uoyd | 


_. THE ROPEWALK, NEATH 56571 


Branches also at 
PORTHCAWL 2224 
GLYNNEATH 720343 


For all leading 
makes of kitchens 


LLANDOVERY 515 
Sic lbeiarSiee beaver te one 
| PLANNING | ABERYSTWYTH 2721 
Kitchens for the Pa Male 4 ks a 
Disabled | AMMANFORD 3111 


J. D. LLOYD, A DIVISION OF P.D. TIMBER 


. SN June28 
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Squires Shipping Services 
1 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St, EC3 
BULK CARGO SPECIALISTS, LIGHTERAGE, 
WHARFAGE, HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING, 
AND CUSTOMS CONTAINER AGENTS. 


Telephone 01-709 9359 01-488 3817. Telex 885886 : 
: SN June 


The Stars Organisation for Spastics present a 


Jubilee Fiesta 


at Colwall Court, Pages Avenue, Cooden Drive 
Bexhill-on-Sea 


on SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1977 
Meet your favourite ‘SHOWBIZ’ personalities 
BRING THE FAMILY ¢ 2.00 pm 
Proceeds to Colwall Court’ Holiday Centre 


for Handicapped Children . 
SN June32 
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200 at North-West conference 


MEMBERS of the Oldham ’62 Club were out in full force to hear a wide range of 
experts on their particular problems. 


Poverty major 


barrier for 


INSUFFICIENT 
presents one of the major 
barriers to the acceptance 
of disabled people by 
society, said Alan Walker, 
hon secretary of the Dis- 
ability Alliance, at 
Societys North West 
Regional Conference. 


income 


Addressing an audience 
of nearly 200 people, about 
one-third of whom were 
disabled, Mr Walker said 
‘that it was ‘essential in any 
responsible society that dis- 

‘abled people should be 


’ assisted to maintain their 


own identity and indepen- 
‘dence, and thereby be 
accepted by that society.’ 
In modern industrial 
societies such as our own, 
individuals, be they dis- 
abled or otherwise, must 
have some measure otf 
economic independence 


and equality before they 


could be socially inte- 
grated, because, he said, 
poverty. and ~ deprivation 
would always be stigma- 
tised to some extent in 
unequal societies. 

Mr . Walker, 


who is also 


Soph. 


the . 


the disabled 


Senior Research Officer of the 
National Children’s Bureau, 
said most disabled people were 
working and 
relied overwhelmingly on the 
State for their income. The 
‘single, most important fact 
that emerges from studies and 
more informal discussions with 
disabled people is financial 
difficulty. 
show that over half of all dis- 
abled people live in poverty or 
on its margins.” 

Mr Walker considered the 
second main theme of any 
serious policy of integration 
must be employment, and he 
said that ‘the current employ- 
ment situation of the disabled 
can only be described as disas- 
trous; this applies particularly 
to the young disabled, as the 
percentage of the under 25 age 
group who have been unem- 
ployed for over a year 1s three 
times that for non-disabled 
young people.’ 

A major factor causing high 
unémployment among the dis- 
abled was the failure by em- 
ployers to meet the 3 per cent 
disabled employees quota. The 
number of private firms not 
reaching their quotas actually 
increased from 47 per cent in 
1965 to 61 per cent in 1976. 
Government departments had 
an even worse record, with 


not thérefore 


Government figures . 


‘ 


only. three out of 29 depart- 
ments fulfilling their quota in 
1976. And those disabled 
people in work, he said, tend to 


shave low paid and insecure 


jobs. 


Mr Walker put forward a 
‘Manifesto for Integration.’ The 
aim of a policy of infegration 
in employment must be to get 
as many people as possible 
into open employment. As a 


ination was needed and, as a- 


first step, ‘the Government 
must redouble its efforts to in- 
crease the employment of dis- 
abled people in Government 
departments and nationalised 
industries.’ 

Secondly, he called for the 
enforcement of the quota, and 
thirdly, he said that there must 
be increased expenditure on 
educating employers, On pro- 
viding incentives to alter pre- 
mises and machinery, and to 
extend the little known powers 
of the Department of Employ- 
ment to provide fares to work, 


“aids and special equipment to 


enable disabled people to get 
and keep jobs. If necessary, 
the most severely disabled 
could be additionally favoured 


ROGER Jefcoate, right, demonstrates his ‘proudest’ inyention—a bird food carrier to 
Professor Holzel, Robert Parkin and Nigel Smith. 


- comprehensive 


PRESTON and District Spastics Group was just one of the Society’s local grou 
North West Region to make the journey to Manchester. 


by a_ differentially, weighted 
quota, 

Long term aims ‘must be to 
increase the incomes of dis- 
abled people to the levels of 
the non-disabled; thereby 
eliminating poverty and reduc- 
ing reliance on stigmatising 
means tested benefits; and to 
redistribute resources more 
equitably between disabled 
people, so that people with 
equally severe disabilities, 
irrespective of cause, are en- 
titled to similar amounts.’ 


He propdsed a_ three-part 
disability in- 
come. First of all, there would 
be a tax-free disablement 
allowance, paid to all disabled 


people for the degree to which 


‘they are restricted from carry- 


ing out ordinary activities. 
It was intended to compen- 


sate for the disadvantage of - 


being disabled, but would not 
be sufficient to live on alone. 
Secondly, there would be a 
disablement pension which 
would be paid to all those of 
working age unable to work 
because of disability, and it 
could include payment for 
partial incapacity to work. The 
third part of a comprehensive 
disability imcome would be 
allowances to meet special ex- 
penses, such as attendance. 

As an immediate step, Mr 
Walker called for the inflation- 
proofing of benefits. 


The conference was blessed _ 


with so many interesting 
speakers that space prohibits 
this report doing them = all 
justice. Suffice it to ‘say that 
Roger Jefcoate was his usual 
ebullient self and Stephen 
Thorpe provided a comprehen- 


sive picture of recent -develop-— 
the 


menis in housing 
disabled. . 


for 


Douglas Barber, from Nelsoa_ 


“the importance of disabled 


THE full strength of the NW Regional conference which took as its theme this y 
are what we are, the acceptance of disabled people by Society.’ L to r: Alan } 
National Children’s Bureau; Professor A. Holzel, Conference Chairman; Nigel 
Senior Regional Officer; Eileen Milnes, Friends of Rodney House; Ian Dawsoi 
herd, Executive Council; Kathy Darby, Regional Officer; Bill Hargreaves, Society 
of Recreational Services; Stephen Thorpe, Chief Architect; Roger Jefcoate, 1 
Aid Consultant; Douglas Barber, Lecturer; Robert Parkin, Chairman NW_ 
Co-ordinating Committee, and Jeff Cousins, Department of Transport Executis 


- 


and Colne College, emphasised 


people agitating and pressuris- 
ing colleges into putting on 
suitable -courses for them and 
in’ making their buildings 
accessible. ; 

The several displays attracted 
great interest, not least that of 
the Spastics Pool. It was par-- 
ticularly fitting, with the con- 
ference being on the theme of 
‘The acceptance of disabled 
people by society, that their 
display was staffed by a para- 
plegic supervisor, fohn Haynes, 
with his wife Kathleen, and- 
another supervisor, Bernard 
Voyce,. : 

Bill Hargreaves, The Spastics 
Society’s Head of Recreational 
Services, said he felt the most 
pressing problem facing the 
disabled’ was loneliness, and 
quoted from a recent survey 
of eleven cerebral palsied 
adults which showed that none 
of them had a close friend. 


He said that many congeni-— 
tally handicapped people had 
the greatest difficulty in mixing 
as a result of their sheltered 
upbringing and special school- 
ing which generated an ‘us and 
them’ view of life — the ‘them’ 
seeming to be super-human 
with ‘almost magical powers of 
communication and abilities.’ 

The ‘us’ had been condi- 
tioned, albeit unwittingly, into 
accepting an imaginary sub- 
servient role. 

He put forward a five-point 
plan to make leisure time as - 
profitable as possible for dis- 
abled people, and emphasised 
that ‘if many cerebral palsied 
people are to be integrated into 
the community, the main effort 
must be made by the handi- 
capped individual. 


Nigel Smith 


. 


Heated to 93 deg F 
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Ps in the 


Westmorland Soci 
Mentally Handicapped 
the £70,000 indoor po 
long and 24ft wide, ¥ 
depth ranging from 3it 


will provide a sophisti 
vironment im which men 
handicapped . and __ phy: 
disabled children at 
‘will be able to enjoy 
fit of swimming in a 
and relaxed atmospher 
tics are. particularly ‘ 
and the local Kendal 
will be making good 
facilities, — 

Families with a ha 
member, or individuals vis 
the area should contact M 
Roper, Tel: No: Kenda 


Effort for oth 
SPASTIC — swimmer_ 
Edgeley, 29, swam 50 
of a full-sized pool im 
-half-an-hour. He ho 
raise over £100 from 
for cancer research, — 

Mr Edgeley, whose 
in Surrey, made the 
Chatteris pool in ¢ 
Shire, where he used 
He has bronze at 
Amateur Swimming - 
tion awards and is noW 
ing for the gold medal. 


aS 


disabled Living Founda- 
Seeking information 
games and sport for 
‘handicapped people. 
as been made to enable 


physical recreation and 


ult training centres and 
for mentally — handi- 
‘people, 

90k will ‘be compiled, 
t giving those con- 
With the leisure time of 
handicapped ‘people 


oy Latto, MCSP, Dip 
, the Project Worker, 
be glad of any informa- 
gestions or comments 
spects of recreation for 
mentally handicapped. 


n ore Street, London 


SERS. icy Cieccin ¥oune 
4, Club, 


dult residential centre. 
oe pep aes 


ed past the Queen at Wind- 
astle as part of an Historic 
lee Tribute —. 900 vintage 
-Royces. 

If picture shows what is 
literally. a litter-bug, 
d together by (I-r) Shaun 
David Scrimshaw, Tim 
ards and Alyd Lewis, -all 


& Thame, Oxon. 
took pride of place at The 
es Society’s stand for the 
pray event, the focal point 
sponsored litter collection 
n by local appeals offi-- 
the East Region, Alicia 
She had 40 pupils from 
sor Grammar School 
d with picks, litter sacks 
‘cales lent by Berkshire 
Council, clearing ‘up 
crowds had gone. 
poy alone made £7 from 
S and two boys collected 


S next day it was the turn 
Doys from Desborough 
oI, Maidenhead, the Royal 
‘School, Windsor, and 
the grammar. school 
had enjoyed it so 
_tme previous day that 
feturned. And they. col- 
an average of 40-S0lb of 


_ Heref, ord, ; 


nts at. Rycotewood Col- - 


to make a two-year | 


low available in hospi- | 
Pini 


ideas , about ‘suitable ? 


: contact her at Disabled 


F the ‘Society's. Kyre_ 


} 


QUESTIONIN G the neces- 
sity for social workers, Dr 


psychiatry at the University 
of Birmingham, suggested 
that not only do many 
clients fail to benefit from 


_ presence of large numbers 
social workers can 
‘undermine the will of the 
community’ to provide 
help for its own members 
who have fallen on hard 
. times. | 
Replying to this attack, 
which was published in the 
magazine Age Concern 
Today, Mr Chris Andrews, 
general secretary of the 
British Association of 
Social Workers, asked, 
‘How do you measure 
‘effectiveness?’ 
He went on: ‘Of course 


We occasionally do harm. 


We don’t know -all the 
answers. But we are aware 
of the danger and we try to 
help people to help them- 
selves.. Dr. Brewer has 
spoilt a good case by gross 
over-simplification.’ 


ee 


Colin Brewer, a lecturer in 


‘their attentions but the- 


- of social workers, 


“A word of praise came from 


Mr David Fasals: Secretary of 
State for Social Services, when 
he spoke at .a Bradford 
seminar on Violence in 
Family. ‘All to often,’ he 
said, ‘social workers are the 
scapegoats when something 
goes wrong, but the — great 
amount of valuable work that 
they do is very often over- 
looked or even ignored.’ 


% r . 
Jean s view. 
To. find out how 
generalisations relate specifi- 


the 


these ~ 


cally to helping cerebral pal- 


sied people (writes - Anne 


' Plummer), I: spoke to Jean 


Potterton, Head of — Social 
Work for The Spastics Society, 
who is responsible for advising 
and co-ordinating the efforts 


‘of 32. social. workers at head-- 


quarters, in the regions and 
visiting residential centres. She 
has also worked in hospitals 


and for a local authority. 


_ She pointed out that: recent 
heavy increases in the number 
mentioned 
by Dr Brewer, are largely a 


- result of government policy, 


not necessartly the wish of the 
profession itself. - 


very much doubt! it is the fault 
of the legislators, riot the 
social workers,’ she said. 

She outlined a typical day in 
the life of a local authority 
social worker which illustrated 
the wide Fange of res ponsi- 
bility. placed on social -service 
departments by successive Acts 
of Parliameént, 


In the space of one working 
day a department could be 
faced with three. homeless 
families, -_perhaps with ‘child- 
ren; an abandoned baby; a 
*phone-call about a possible 
case of child-battering which 
had to be investigated; some- 
one requiring immediate 
admission fo mental hospital 


and a helpless old lady whose 


husband had just had a stroke. 

‘Ona day like that,’ said 
Miss Potterton, ‘what kind of 
priority do you give a young 
disabled person who is worried 
about not qualifying for an 
Invacar?’ 


Problems 


Life for Spastics Society 


social workers is rather differ- . 


‘ent because although clients? 


Hf the will of the community ~ 


is being undermined, which I 


‘Silver cleaning for: 
a silver collection 


ALE that glitters is not gold, 
but the children at Woodford 
Green_ Preparatory School .in 
Essex certainly came up with 


a glittering idea to raise 
money. Calling their cam- . 
paign: ‘Silver jobs for Silver 


Jubilee, they decided to com- 


memorate the Queen’s Jubilee : 


doing tasks such as cleaning 
silver for silver coinage which 
they have put towards the run- 
ning of Epping Forest and Dis- 
trict Branch of The Spasties 
Society’s. Buckhurst Hill Clinic 
during June, the - Jubilee 
‘month. 


It costs £250 a month to 
run the clinic, but in the half- 
term holiday in which they 
worked, these enterprising 
youngsters, all aged 11 or 
under, made £430, and some 


of it will now go te buy a 
special. sitting aid required at 
the clinic. 

The children have also pro- 
duced a ‘Silver’ book in which 
each child has both written 
and illustrated the task they 
performed to raise the money. 
After the children have pre- 
sented the cheque to the clinic 
they will send the book off to 
the Queen. 

The school, which is atten- 
ded by the group treasurer Pat 
Rogers’ daughter, Susan, have 
always taken a special interest 
in the clinic, and group secre- 
tary Doreen Garnham said: 
‘When you consider it’s only 
a small school and the child- 
ren are so young, we really feel 
they deserve some recognition.’ 
And she added: ‘We think it’s 
a fund-raising idea other 
groups might like te copy.’ 


} 


s| 


problems are just as real, they 
aré not dealing with emer- 
gencies all the time. There 
might be, for example, the case 


- of a 60-year-old spastic man 


whose mother, aged 90, had 
just died, whose married sister 
could cope for a while but not 
for long. 
Here, . the 
placement 


in a residential 


_ centre witha vacancy had to be 


possibility of — 
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Do we need social workers? 


- ‘Scapegoats.. :... the good they 


do is often ignored 


carefully weighed against” the’ 


man’s natural wish to stay 
among friends in his own area. 
If he went to a centre it would 
mean such a colossal change 


‘from family life he might need 


further support during the 


. settling-in period, 


Jobs, babies 


Others who needed advice 
were school leavers con- 
cerned about employment pros- 
pects, older parents wondering 
what would happen to spastic 
sons or daughters when they 
died, and severely handicapped 
couplés planning to get 
married. Parents of -a baby 
newly-diagnosed as cerebral 
palsied also: need a aes deal 
of support. 


It. is important for the 
social worker to spend a leng 
time talking to them and if 
possible, to put them in touch 
with another couple of the 
same age with similar prob: 
lems. 


-As Jean Potterton says, ‘Ne 
one is going to cope with all 
the problems,’ and she is all for 
enlisting the right kind of 
amateur im social work, such as 
those in the Samaritans and the 
Marriage Guidance Council. 
She feels that the scheme to 
recruit home. visitors in the 
society’s local groups is an 
excellent idea, but she thinks 
the people appointed will not 
find it an easy job, because no 
two people will react in the 
same way to the same problem. 

Also, people only talk freely 


eo 


ACME 


$3 


Where rellabilty 
of foang is VITAL 


“Se Se ee 
* B\nchora lille 
Grab Nandles 


Public Areas, Hospitals, 


Sheltered Accommodation: 


For full details: 


AERATED CONCRETE 


qe 


Albert Marston & Co Ltd 


Wellington Works, Planetary Road, Willenhall, West Midlands WYI3 3ST. Teli (0902) 731935 


OF brackets 
~ for Handrails 


iin low maintenance anodised aluminium 
Reliable Steel bolt, 
concealed in-depth fixing 
to concrete, | 

brick and insulating concrete. — . 
Won't shake loose, _ 


- Vandalism. 


Hospitals, Offices, Flats, 
“Public Buildings, 
Sheltered Accommodation. 


BRICK / CONCRETE OR 


to those with whom they feel 


at ease and no social worker, 
whether professional or 
amateur, can hope to get on 
with all her -clients. 


'One instance in ‘which she 


felt particularly helpless 
occurred before she joined 
The Spastics Society. It con- 


cerned a_ severely - disabled 
athetoid man. His parents had 
died and he was being cared 


for by a married brother And 


his. wife. The ‘sister-in-law 
was a very houseproud but not 
a well woman, with a patho- 
logical horror of dirt. She had 
to do everything for the handi- 
capped man, which included 
taking him to the lavatory. and 
if he was not dealt with in 
time he would’ have an 
accident, y 


-  Screamed 


The — sister-in-law’s disgust 
had brought her nearly te 
breaking point and when Miss 
Potterton visited, she screamed 
non-stop about the horror of 
it all. The athetoid man was 
in the room all the time, 
understanding every word, yet 
unable to speak, his limbs 
jerking wildly in distress. 

“We found him a place in-a 
residential centre, eventually’ 
said Miss, Potterton, ‘But I 
shall never forget the agony in 
that man’s eyes.’ ~ 


Where, one wonders, does 
Dr Brewer's argument apply in. 
a case like this? Social work 
is” about real people, not 
abstract concepts. 5 


— 


minimises 


e 5 : | 
Saw : | 
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Ecumenical spirit at 


CABRINI Hotse, a short-stay 
home for handicapped children. 
~ has been opened in Forest Hill. 
South London, by Southwark 
Diocesan Catholic Handi- 
capped Children’s Fellowship. 
Standing in the grounds of the 
convent of the Missionaries of 
the Sacred Heart it is a listed 
18th century building. 
Modernised by the order of 
nuns at a cost of £95,000, it 
has been leased to the Fellow- 
ship as a place where parents 
can leave their children for 
overnight and weekend visits or 
for periods of up to three 
weeks. 


- Offers and 


wants 


FOR sale: Ge aunond and 
Champness two-person invalid 
lift—safety features. In full 
working order. Price £750 ono. 
Can be inspected at any time 
- at Knowle Bank; 96 Albert 
Road, Morecambe and Hey- 
sham, Lancs LA4 6QT.. Tel: 
Morecambe 415829 — K; F, 
Savage. 


FOR sale: Willett battery 
electric wheelchair with 
charger, for use on the: public 
footpath, complete with lights. 
Maximum speed, 34 mph. £120 
ono. Apply Mrs Cawdery, 6 
Fairholme Crescent; Links 
Road, Ashtead, Surrey, Tel: 
Ashtead 73546. 


FOR SALE—Newton Model 
E electric wheelchair, 2. bat- 
teries and charger, purchased 
April, 1976, in perfect condi- 
tion. Mr Carlberg, Brace- 
bridge Court, Atherstone, War- 
wickshire, will show the chair 
to anyone interested and is em- 
powered to accept offers — say 
£200 or nearest offer (present 
price for this model, £450), 


WANTED: igecond: hand wheel- 


chair for adult spastic. Three- 
wheeler. Hand-pedal operated. 
Lightweight type-—Mr John D. 
Allon, 258 Boothferry Road, 
petals Sepia oem ase. 2) bie Pane tigre Kent. j.20dy ebleinipllizent North Humberside, 


~ Society’s 


RC home 


Children of all 
tions are accepted and about a 
dozen.can stay there at any one 


time, A newly-installed chair- 
lift means that wheelchair- 
bound children’ can* be accom- 
modated, 

Children who stay at Cabrini 
House will normally be spon- 
sored by the local authorities. 


denomina- 


Details from ‘The Matron, 
Cabrini House. 2 Honour Oak 
Rise, Forest Hill, London 


SE23 3LR (Tel 01-291 0345), 


es 


ape 


A DOOR-KNOCK held. by 
Ipswich and East Suffolk Spas- 
tics Society has raised £1,524. 
This will go towards running 
costs of the. group’s work 
centre and for the general wel- 
fare of ‘Spastic people in the 
area. 


Walking: 


A TEN-MILE sponsored walk 
along the seafront at Bourne- 
mouth and Poole has raised 
£1,725 for Dorset Spastics 
Society. Over 300 walkers took 
part, one of whom ‘jogged’ the 
distance in 100 minutes. Others 
took a-more leisurely 5 hours. 

The money will be used to 
help pay for a new ambulance, 
a 10-bed extension to the Dor- 
set group’s adult residential 
centre, and extra amenities for 
spastic children at Langside 
School, Parkstone. 


| Dancing 


CLEVELAND Spastics Society 
has. raised £722 with a street 
collection in the’ Langbaurgh 
area. A further boost to group 
funds came in the form of a 


£508 donation from Boynton 


School, Middlesbrough, where 
pupils had Organised a spon- 
sored dance. 


re 


KENNETH Holding, — the 
former Regional 
Officer (East) is to be Ordained 
a deacon in Rochester. Cathe- 
dral on July 3. His. address. 
from June 16 will be 6 Tile 
Kiln Lane, Bexley, Kent. 


Visit the World of Wildlife 
PENSCYNOR WILDLIFE PARK 
Cilfrew nr. Neath 


“Welsh Tourist Award for 
Services to Tourism” 
“British Tourist Board 
‘Come to Britain’ Trophy 
Special Commendation’ 
Open every day 10 am until dusk 


\ F fh D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 


‘A little help is worth a 


ALYN Haskey won The 
Spastics Society’s 1975 
Achievement Award for his 
determination in oyercom- 
ing severe physical handi- 
caps to gain a place at 
York University. Now he is 
working flat out for his 
finals this month and has 
every chance of getting a 
good degree in sociology 
and modern history. 

But as Alyn would be 


the first to agree, he could . 


never have achieved all this 
without a succession of 
devoted helpers who have 
given him practical. assist- 
ance through his University 
career. For the past 
academic year two young 
Community Service Volun- 
teers, Stephen Recaldin, 
who plans to be a doctor, 
and prospective architec- 
ture student Chris Wright 
haye shared the duties. 

Stephen, 19, whose family 
lives at Sevenoaks in Kent, 
talked to Spastics News about 
the rewards and problems of 
the job. He has gained a 
place at-one of the London 
teaching hospitals, and decided 
to do CSV work for a year 
beforehand so that he could 
learn something about people 
between the closed world of 
public school and what he sees 
as the equally closed world of 
medical school. 


‘Tm. not. brilliant, academi- - 


cally,’-he said, modestly, ‘and 
I know I shall have to work 
hard to get through medical 
school. That way you tend to 
miss out a bit on social life. 
I thought it was important to 
get. out and see how people 
live before becoming involved 
in study again.’ 

With fellow pupils at Seven- 
oaks School he used to help 
out one afternoon a week, in 
term time at the Winged 
Fellowship holiday. centre for 
the disabled, where he met 
many spastics, 

‘Most of them were mentally 
handicapped though and when 
CSV offered the ¢hance of 
looking after a . university 
student I thought it would be 
interesting to work with some- 
body highly intelligent. Alyn’s 
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quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 
All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 
Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 ; 
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TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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lot of demos’ 


such a terrific personality it’s 
been very rewarding.’ 
CSV loans workers 
Steve and Chris to 
authorities 
Alyn’s case). They are paid 
£5 a week, plus board and 
lodging. Alyn is connected by 
a buzzer to the room.of which- 
ever helper is on duty. 
Because Alyn needs a larger 
than normal room >for his 
wheelchair, he is tucked away 
at the end of a corridor and 
Steve feels this rather isolates 
him from fellow students. 


‘If he had a room where 
people were constantly passing, 
they might look in from time 
to time whereas now, they 
have to make a special detour 
to visit him.’ 

Alyn has a speech defect 
which might put off casual 
acquaintances, but Steve said 
that in the early days it was 
the northern accent rather than 


like 
local 


the dysarthria which he found. 


difficult to understand. 


‘He stammers, too, some- 
times. He says it’s because 
he’s nervous, but I find that 
difficult to understand because 
he always seems so full of 
confidence,’ 

Alyn’s outgoing personality 
has made him a number of 
friends at York and he _ has 
become part of a close set of 
very committed Christians. 


Friends 


Generally among the 
students. at York, Steve has 
noticed a distinct difference in 
male and female attitudes to 
Alyn’s disability. ‘When they 
first meet him, ‘the girls will 


‘talk to him<a°lot for about a 


week and then lose interest. 
The blokes will greet him every 
time they meet all through the 
term, but apart from his own 


38 YARBOROUGH CRESCENT, LINCOLN 
tere Lincoln (0522) 24005 


COLYER & SOUTHEY 
(SALES) LTD. 


17-18 Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, ECA 
- Telephone: 01-242 0091 (20 lines) 


Commercial Art Materials 


Sole Distributors of ‘Snopake’ and 
Sole Manufacturers of C.S.10 Line Boards 


TAPE SLIDE PROGRAMMES FROM THE CENTRE FOR HUMANITIES 


| a 


include : 


Teaching Manuals. 


Tape-slide Programmes on Obstetri 


(Nottingham, — in’ 


-faith 


~ newly-built 
' The staff couldn’t have been 


Man and His Gods — Communi 
Literacy, Bioclocks — Language Symbols 


Over 80 programmes, all recommended 


circle of friends they don’t 
usually hold a conversation, 


Although Alyn doesn’t drink 


any more than other students, 
the standard quip seems to be, 
‘drunk again!’ Steve says he 
finds this a bit degrading, 
though Alyn likes it 
actively encourages 
remarks, 

- Steve has become rather dis- 
illusioned with university 
students who, he feels, lead 
very privileged lives. -. 

. *They are always getting up 
demos about fashionable 
causes such: as. Gay Liberation, 
but when it comes to giving a 
bit of practical help they don’t 
want to know. At the begin- 
ning of the year Chris and I 
felt we might need some extra 
assistance (though not with 
anything unpleasant _—ihike 
toiletting), but when we adver- 
tised we only got two _ replies 
from about 3,000 students.’ 

He is also amazed at the 
unreasonable attitude of those 
in charge of public buildings. 

‘Alyn and I went to a rock 
concert, but we weren’t allowed 
to take. the wheelchair inside 
because they said it was a fire 
risk. So I had to carry him. 


such 


It was ridiculous because if - 


there had been a fire Alyn 
would have been nervous out 
of his chair and that would 
have given him such violent 


spasms I. could never have 


carried him, and we'd have 
been a danger to everybody. 

‘But then you come across 
something that restores your 
in humanity, as for 
instance when we visited a 
swimming pool. 


more helpful, .there was a 
special dressing cubicle for the 
disabled and an area with 
shallow steps where I could 
lift Alyn into the water easily.” 

Steve and Chris find they 
nave: to play a 


Radcliffe Hospital and Hunt and Broadhurst, 


Films — Humanities, Social Studies, 
Write for catalogues — special catalo 


and Films catalogue, 


EDWARD PATTERSON ASSOCIATES LIMITED 


‘68 COPERS COPE ROAD, BECKENHAM; KENT, ENGLAND 


and. 


somewhat - 


cation Skills — Science and Religion — Visual | 
— Man and His Environment. | 


, containing 160 slides, two tape cassettes | 


ics and Gynecology by Nuffield Dept. — john 


Health Education, 60 new 1975-76 productions. ’ 
gue on Centre for Humanities, Time-Life, a 
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ambiguous role when they gg 
to dances. 
‘Alyn needs our help phyg 
cally for drinks and that, } 
we have to pretend not to hg 
there. Nobody-will dance With 
him if they see us with him,’ 
The condescending. attityd 
which always . irritates dis 
abled people Sometimes 
brushes off on the helper, tog 
and Steve has observed ay 
occasional tendency to regard 
both him and Alyn as exten, 
sions of the wheelchair rathe 
than as separate Persons j 
their own right. 
Looking back generally ove 
his experience of working with; 
disabled people, Steve feclal 
that the helper sometimes tends 
to be taken for  grante 
especially by those who hayel 
spent many years in residentiai 
care, j 


\ i 
Please 

‘We also have feelings, he 
said, ‘You can't keep on giving) 
and get nothing back in return, 
Even Alyn—he’s got this) 
incredible courage and drive, | 
but we’ve had to teach E-.. to, 
say ‘please’! : 
He described how once he 
came back on duty full of 
excitement from a_ specially 
pleasant outing, ‘Alyn’s such a/ 
great bloke, I wanted to share 
my happiness with him and i 
was a bit hurt when he wasn’t | } 
in the mood to listen, But) 
there are other times y 
things go really well, and ‘tha | 
makes it all seem worthwhile” 
Steve said he would thor- 
oughly recommend CSV wor 
to . any school-leaver who 
wanted to gain some 
perience of the outside 4 
before going on to ‘nga 
education. ; 
‘It has made me more cons 
siderate to others,’ he said, ‘and 
it has helped. decide. the futu 
for me. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


] 
| 
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fer 


in Salisbury owes 


existence of the 


Desmond Gold- 
iorp, inventor of the 
mesbury chair, _re- 
led. the start of it 


‘ the master of it, as he 
: called, had a spastic 
. He asked me if 
-make some sort of 


HF Thad a go. Basically 


was a chair with a hole 


Gambon, left, and 
Kge Notley. of the. dis- 
Section which is 
dy busy despite the 
(the factory has only 
pened. 


im? 


| 


eet} 


ton Aids la fac- 


sbury Workhouse. 


a developed, 


ducing high-quality gar- > 
n furniture for stores like 


_ came to the fore. 
ie promises In Ames- ‘on the - Salisbury. Dolphin 


was the workhouse, 


“Wales. 
which is 
_ Society, promptly stepped in 
so that the nucleus of the - 


‘ing aids and although z 
were up to our ey& in 


“will soon be 70, 


O.M.E. 


_ REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY 


fy Timber Importers 
F Manufacturers of Pallets and | 
= Packing Cases : st 


THE OWNERS OF 
THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD 


‘CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND. 


cut: in ‘the middle and 
mounted on casters, and he 
did so well with it that I 


was soon asked to produce 


more.’ 

“In the end the Amesbury 
chair was to push the garden 
furniture out of the picture. 
More and more expertise was 
a £10,000 prize 
came from the Daily Mail in 
their ‘Get ahead’ contest, and 
the business prospered. 

- Eventually came a series of 


amalgamations and. take-overs 


and The Spastics Society, 
which had always maintained 
close links with the company, 
A factory 


Trading Estate was to close 


down and its staff moved to 
Newton Aids Lid, 
affiliated to the 


experienced team-—used to 
dealing with the disabled and 
their problems, did not need 
to be disbanded. 


Big range 


The factory has been re- 
opened semi-officially with a 
dozen employees producing a 
wide range of aids and 
appliances for the physically 
handicapped. © Desmond’s ‘son 
Bob is the works manager, 


while the general manager is 


Ray Hodgkinson. 

The factory floor lay-out is 
designed so that raw materials 
flow in- from one end and the 
finished product is dispatched 
from the other. The dispatch 
section was the first to get 
under way processing overseas 


orders for the-Society’s Mead- 


way Works products. 

Mr Bob. Goldthorp said: 
“We're in full production with 
plenty of orders, 75 per cent 
of which are for abroad. We've 


started on the first Queensway 


chair and although the 
emphasis at the moment is on 
wheelchairs, we are producing 
the inter-lock range and a new, 


_improved version of the speak- 


a-lock system. The research 
and development side is also 
well under way.’ 

Although Mr Desmond 
Goldthorp is retired now and 
he, too, is 
still at the drawing board, seek- 
ing the way to produce more 
mechanical aids to give the 
handicapped independence. 


SPASTICS NEWS | it 


New H.Q. 
has dual 


purpose 


CHAIRMAN of Avo 
County Council, Councillor 
Gervas Walker, has 
officially opened 2a new 
£7,000 centre for Weston- 
super-Mare - and District 
Society for the Spastic and 
Mentally Handicapped. 

The building, called Bay —. 
House, stands im the ¢ 
grounds of Baytree, a bocal 
authority school for the 
handicapped. As well as 
being the Westom group's 
headquarters, it willl serve 
as a toy library amd advice 
centre for parents of. child- 
ren at the school. : 

Mr Grenville Hawthorne, 
Headmaster of - .Baytree 
School, described the ven- 
ture as, ‘A big step forward : 
in co-operation between a - Se 
charity and a local author- at 
ity.’ 


hich led t 


{ 


NEWTON Aids Géneral Manager Ray Hodgkinson, ;— ~~ 
centre, with director Colonel J. Jefferson on his ri igh t, and ———————— 


the Newton Aids Ltd staff outside the acon? after the Physical education for the 
semi-official opening. 
physically handicapped = eo 


Custom-built ae Hluserated survey of methods in practice at twelve sample 


schools, including the Percy Hedley and Thomas Delarue 
‘Schools for Spastics. 40 photographs. 


ISBN 0 11 2701957 


£1.20 (£1.31) 


Care of disabled people in 
‘Britain — a 
Much can and is being done to help the disabled play an 
active part in society and to cater for the needs of the most 

afflicted. This book describes the services available. 
| 23 photographs. 
[ISBN 0 11 700772 2 
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| 


= 


£1.20 (£1.31) 
List of special schools for _ - 
handicapped pupils in England 
and Wales 

Comprehensive directory which includes particulars of 

| Private schools recognised as efficient and establishments 


for training the disabled. An. essential reference book 
| for administrators. 


[ISBN 0.11 270359 3 


£1.75 (£2.04) 


| Prices in brackets include postage 

Send your order to HMSO Books (PM 1C}, Atlantic ates 
Holborn Viaduct, London ECIP IBN or to any Government 
| bookshop or agent 

| HMSO Bookshops and agents are prominently listed in 


| Yetlow Pages 
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SALES representatives Nick Green, left, and Martin 
Corby with carpenter Glyn Tomes with one of the first 
aids off the production line—a specially devised foot-rest 
for a smaller than average spastic girl. 


With Best Wishes 
for | 
The Success of Spastics News 
from 


The Partners of 


illips + Drew 


LEE HOUSE, a 
LONDON WALL 


4 Telephone: (0642) 242657 (two lines) a > x 
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BOTH the Choughs and the Kingsley Dancers received 
winners’ shields but the Choughs got a kiss as well from 
Prof Maria Mirandela.da Costa who presented the prizes. 
Maria works in the Sports Dept of the Portuguese Minis- 
try of Education and was over on an intensive 10-day 
study course of facilities here for the disabled. “Although 
I haye read about wheelchair dancing this is the first 
time I’ve seen it,’ shs said. Again Mecca Promotions 
kindly donated the Palais for the Festival. 


SIX years ago eight 
teams of wheelchair 
competitors cautiously 
took to the floor 
of the Hammersmith 
Palais to put into 
practice six months of 
experiment — wheel- 


chair dancing. 

From such modest 
beginnings a mighty asso- 
ciation has grown with 46 
group members. So success- 
ful are the festivals that 
after four years of bringing 
teams from all over the 
country to compete, it was 
decided that devolution 
was the answer and Scot- 
land and Wales now have 
their own championships. 
And there has been an 
international festival as 
well. 

At this year’s festival once 
again at the Hammersmith 
Palais, the man who thought 
of it first, Arthur Edwards, the 
Society’s physical education 
adviser, said: 

‘We had no way of knowing 
then it would catch on in such 
a big way. The response has 
been terrific and whereas in 
the early days they ‘were 
dancing “by numbers” as you 
might say, now they have got 
real musical rhythm, Their 
floor presentation is sophisti- 
cated and every team gives a 
really polished performance. 

‘They: are so good that we 
now have “social dancing,” a 
thing we never dreamt of in the 
past. It’s possible to do it 
because they’re really dancing 
instead of just following a pat- 
tern. ‘Some clubs don’t com- 
pete because they are more 
interested in dancing for the 


pure pleasure of it—which is 


why wheelchair dancing was 

created in the first place!’ 
WINNERS: 
ne Dance: 1, 


White 


Roses of York; 2, Wheels and 


Co; Rosebuds of 
York, 

Formation dance.—Class A: 
1: Musical Chairs; 2, The 
Choughs. Class B: 1, Hilling- 
don Stars. 

Team championship (Ryth 
Wyth). Class A: Adults, 1, The 
Choughs. Seniors, 1, White 
Roses of York. Juniors, 1, 
White. Rosebuds of York. Nor- 
folk Léng Dance: Adults, 1, 
The Choughs, Class B: 
Adults, 1, Kingsley Dancers. 
Juniors, 1, The Graingers. 

Couple Dance: Pat Kite and 
Sid Ralf, Desmond and Jean 
Roberts. 


3, White 


‘Jubilee literary contest broke all ards 


A RECORD number of 
entries—nearly 1,000 in_all, 
flooded in for this year’s 
Literary Contest held annu- 
ally by The Spastics 
Society. To mark Jubilee 


Year, this year’s contest, 
the seventh, was open for 
the first time to people 
suffering from all types of 
handicap. 

Lady Wilson, whose idea 


LADY Wiison, wife of the 
former Prime Minister, Sir 
Harold Wilson, chose 
Yvonne K | ein - Bentley’s 
poem: ‘Mute trumpets, as 
the winning entry in the 
poetry section. Lady Wil- 
son commented: ‘This is a 
very cleverly thought-out 
poem with the theme of 
daffodils’ trumpets, which, 
although they are mute,’ 
still sing a song of joy. The 
descriptions and similes in 
the poem are good and well 
observed. Congratulations 
on a very happy theme.’ 
Yvonne lives in Periyale, 
Middlesex. A spastic, she 
attended the  Society’s 
poz Bepras ene School 


it was that the contest 
should be held annually, 
presented the prizes to the 
winners at a special cere- 
mony at the Society’s 
Family- Services and 
Assessment Centre at Fitz- 
roy Square, London, on 
May 25. 

As before, Lady Wilson 
judged the poetry section 
‘and presented the silver 
cup she personally donated 
to Yvonne Klein-Bentley. 

Her colleagues on the judg- 


CLAIRE Rayner, a former 
nurse and well-known. 


writer and broadcaster, 
judged the schoolchildren’s 
section.. Of Susan Wynn, 
aged 10, and her story: 
‘The Magician, Mrs Ray- 
ner said: ‘A super story! A 
most vivid use of language, 
lots of lovely, wacky ideas 
—I finished wanting 
columns more. Keep on 
writing—you could go far.’ 
Susan, a spastic attending 
the Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles School, comes from 
Essex, 


ing panel also attended the 
ceremony—Claire Rayner; 
Robert Robinson and Jean 
Rook—and their verdict was 


unanimous: ‘Considerable writ- 


ing talent’ had been revealed 
by all the contestants, 

The Society’s Director; 
James Loring, presented a 
special prize to Claire Wheeler, 


ROBERT Robinson, tele- 
vision and radio person- 
ality, said of Hilary Steven- 


son’s .entry: ‘Understand- 
ing.’ ‘Extraordinarily vivid 
evocation of place, the sea- 
shore, and even more, of 
person. How the reality of 
the natural world guaran- 
tees the reality of the indi- 
vidual who is willing emo- 
tionally to enter into it—a 
theme worthy of Katherine 
Mansfield. Real imagina- 
tion here, by which I mean 
the feeling that ntuch more 
is present than ‘the words 
are actually saying.’ Hilary, 
aged 27, contracted polio 
when aged eight months 
and is confined to a wheel- 


chair. A student at Bir- 
mingham University, her 
home 3 is in i Walsall, 


a blind student at Bradford 
University, for her “moving 
account of how a child that is 
going blind, feels.’ 

Not only the prizewinners 
who-came from all over the 
country, ‘including Scotland, 
and wife. suffered from all 
kinds of disability including 
polio, cerebral palsy and spina 
bifida, but the winners of the 
second prize also attended the 
award presentation. 

A report of the presentation 
and pictures of the prizewin- 
ners will appear in next 


month’s issue of Spastics News. 


rm | 


JEAN Rook, Daily Tencee 


star columnist, judged the 
adolescents’ section for 
those aged 12 to 17. Win- 
ner Yvonne Burns, aged 15, 
who suffers from spina 
bifida and whose home is 
in Renfrew, called her 
Story: ‘A fly’s eye view.’ 
Miss Rook’s judgment: ‘A 
first class piece of-imagina- 
tive writing. The writer 
has not only got inside this 
fly, she’s got me inside him. 
Super stuff from any young 
writer, and Yyonne’s 
handicap adds to her 
eine 2 


A LITTLE rosebud just coming into bloom — Lesley 


Dancing wheels —the big 
success of the 70s 


Earl, aged 12, of Northfield School, York, makes a pretty 
_ picture with her fellow “White | Rosebuds of York.” 


THE Spastics Society has 
been forced ‘to cancel the 
West Region conference 
planned for May 21. The 
reasons vary, ranging from 
the financial climate, local 
authority cutbacks, and the - 
West Countryman’s dislike 
of travelling far afield. 
They add up to yet another 
year without a conference 
for the region. 

Tony Frank, 
Assistant 


the Society's 
Director, Regions, 


- said: ‘It is most disappointing. 


| 
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, Suffered* + by 


We feel the conferences pro- 
vide opportunities for parents, 
spastics and those profession- 
ally involved with them, to gef 
together to exchange views and 
ideas and generally break down 
the feelings . of _ isolation 
families and 
groups. 

‘The Midlands regional con- 
ferenge has regularly had an 
attendance figure up ih the’ 
400s for the last five or six 
years. The West complain of 
the distances that have to be 
travelled but'so do people in 
the Midlands, and. they are 
quite happy to doit. - 


The benefits 


‘In spite of rising costs we 
feel ‘that’ the benefits both 
direct and indirect for families 
and those ‘concerned with the 
handicapped outweigh the 


monetary expenditure of ‘these | 


occasions. After all, it is only 
once a year that they have this 
opportunity. 

‘We can but hope that inter- 
est will be revived anda long- 
overdue 


regional conference 
can be held next year’ 
Charmian Mould is the 


Society’s senior regional officer 
based in Taunton, Somerset. 
“We. simply had no takers— 
there were 37 acceptances and 


we can’t possibly run a confer-° © 


ence for less than 100 with all 
the speakers involved, 


“We don't get a lot of people 


y the 
conference had 
to he cancelle 


' group officers and observers 4! 


est’s 


because local group members 
don’t like travelling about. In 
previous years at least the 
local -authorities have res- 
ponded, but not even they 
have this year—the response 
has. been nil—it’s pathetic. 

‘Tm. just too disappointed 
for words. We've: never had 
to cancel a conference before 
and wherever we hold them 
people have to travel and we 
usually go over 100. 

‘How far the — financial 
climate is the cause is hard to 
-say—it takes 10 gallons off 
petrol to get up from Cornwall 
and that’s quite a lot of money 
Maybe local authorities are 
cutting down on. subsidies for 
their people to attend. 

‘Wherever you are in- the 
region there is. no large bulk 
population to call on with the 
exception of Bristol ang) 
Plymouth and they are at sucht 
extremes of the area as.to ti 
out of ‘the question. 

‘The region is a long thit 
area. and. with Taunton in thé 
middle, The last two confer 
ences were held at Exeter ang 
the NE groups complained i 
was too far—so we chosi™ 
Bridgewater and nobod 
comes! 

‘The West Country is in thi 
news again. for . the -wrons 
reasons—it’s just very sad. Thay 
Regional Co-ordinating Comm) 
mittee decided to hold a co 
ference every other year t0. se 
if it wotld solve the problen 
but it has failed. 

[t’s such a waste of monty 


I have to pay a cancellatio} 
fee for the food and the hall. 


“At least the group Teph 
sentatives’ weekend conferengy 
held eyery six months for t# 


well attended, also the Wesse | 
Standing Conference. 
Standing Conference.’ 
ek Ee 
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